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To: scott.carlson@chronicle.com 
Subject: Oklahoma State to build eco-friendly facility for Journalism and Broadcasting 
 
Mr. Carlson, 
 

On the edge of the beautiful campus that Oklahoma State University sits on, just north of 
University and Hester streets is a three-story building with a lot of history. Built in 1920, what 
was once the Science Building, The Paul Miller School of Journalism and Broadcasting is 
situated right between the student union and the student union parking garage. OSU is home to 
the world’s largest student union and is constantly working on renovating and improving all 
campus facilities. Starting in June 2013, the Paul Miller School of Journalism and Broadcasting 
will be demolished and replaced by a new, more eco-friendly building. 

 
I think the story about Oklahoma State University’s new journalism building would be 

ideal for The Chronicle. With journalism constantly adapting to new media and technology, the 
new building goes right along with the degree name change. OSU began the process of changing 
the degree name and curriculum in 2010 to better describe the mission of the rapidly evolving 
media career students should be prepared for. When the name change occurred, plans developed 
for a new building to accompany it. 

 
The new three-story building will have 13 classrooms, three of which are lecture halls, 

four Mac computer labs, four radio production classrooms, one broadcast lab and studio, one 
300-seat theater and an all glass conference room to allow natural light. The common area will 
be an open tri-level area with many tables and seating arrangements with TVs. State of the art 
equipment including Mac computers equipped with editing software, recording and still cameras, 
production and editing equipment, as well as presentation tools such as SMART Boards will be 
supplied to the students in the new building. These resources will all be eco-friendly. Many will 
run on solar energy. 

 
Construction is scheduled until August 2014. We’re offering this story exclusively to The 

Chronicle, so I would need to know fairly soon if you’re interested. I can assure you that this 
story will offer your readers a look into the production and management of the new building. We 
could help arrange interviews with the director of the school of media and strategic 
communications and any construction consultants. Please just let me know how we might be able 
to help. My direct phone line is 405-795-3669. 

 
I will call you Thursday, March 14, to see if I might be of any help on this story. Thank 

you for your time and consideration. 
 
Emily Parks 
 
 
Emily Parks 
Public Relations Director 
Oklahoma State University 
405-795-3669 
emily.parks@okstate.edu  
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Oklahoma State University starts construction on new eco-friendly journalism building 

 STILLWATER, Okla. – The School of Media and Strategic Communications, formally 
known as the Paul Miller School of Journalism and Broadcasting, will begin construction on a 
new economically advanced building starting June 3. The new facility will replace the existing 
building. 

 Originally the plans began with renovations and add-ons. The plans soon expanded to an 
entirely new facility. The Paul Miller School of Journalism and Broadcasting was built in 1920 
as The Science Building and was used for chemistry until 1958 when journalism and 
broadcasting moved in. The building then began renovations in 1976 with the help of Paul 
Miller, who the building is named after. 

 The School of Media and Strategic Communications at OSU has been continuously 
accredited by the ACEJMC, Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communications, since the program started. The requirements to become accredited are based on 
criteria including, but not limited to, curriculum, diversity, staff, facilities, equipment, and 
resources. One of the many benefits of the new building is that there will be better chances of an 
accreditation in the following years.  

Construction is scheduled until August 2014 and the Classroom Building will provide a 
temporary facility for SMSC. 

“I am just so pleased to be associated with such wonderful individuals in the 
communications field who strive to make Oklahoma State University a better home for 
everyone.” 

 -Burns Hargis, President 
Oklahoma State University 

 
For more information, contact Emily Parks at emily.parks@okstate.edu 
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Oklahoma State University starts construction on new eco-friendly journalism building 

What:   The Paul Miller School of Journalism and Broadcasting at Oklahoma State 
   University will begin construction on a new energy-saving facility and  
   will have a new building name, School of Media and Strategic   
   Communications. 

 
Who:  Timberlake Construction, Inc. planned and will build the new facility. 
 
Where:  Oklahoma State University is located in Stillwater, Okla. The existing and 

new facility will be located just north of the intersection of University and 
Hester streets. 

 
When: Construction will begin June 3 and will conclude in August of 2014. 
 
Why:  “Oklahoma State University strives to maintain and renovate the facilities 

on campus as needed to create an advanced learning environment for 
students and provide state of the art equipment for hands-on use. 
Providing an eco-friendly facility was a project OSU had been working on 
for years. Plans for a new building have been discussed since the degree 
name and curriculum change in 2010. The degree name and curriculum 
changed to better describe the mission of the rapidly evolving media 
career students should be prepared for.” 

- Derina Holtzhausen, Director  
School of Media and Strategic Communications 
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